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saw the beautiful paintings by Raphael, and examined
many of the ancient manuscripts of the Roman
writers. There, too, he saw the famous fifth-
century copy of the New Testament.

In February 1739 ^e was on his return journey.
Passing through Siena and Florence, he came to
Leghorn. This sea-coaSt town was decorated for
the visit of the grand duke and two fountains in
the market-place were sending forth wine. A fire-
work display was given at night and for a few days
Swedenborg witnessed the sports and chariot-races
there.

Crossing to Genoa in a small sailing-boat, he and
his fellow-passengers were in fear of Algerian pirates.
They arrived safely, however. Though it was now
the middle of March, the gardens of the city were in
bloom, and oranges, lemons, and olives were already
being gathered.

The remainder of the journey back to Sweden
was probably made direft and without much sight-
seeing, for nothing further has been preserved in
Swedenborg's travel notes. All that is known is
that he commenced his work again at the College
of Mines in November 1740, and continued a regular
attendance there for another two years and a half.
When he absented himself from the board, it was
usually because he was present in the House of
Nobles.